Cases docketed. A total of 41,290 criminal cases was
docketed in FY 1971, an 8.4 percent increase over the
previous fiscal year. The percentage rise in different of-
fense categories was uneven. For example, bank robbery,
narcotics, and weapons law violations were sharply up
whereas auto theft and migratory bird violations showed
a marked decrease.

Bank robbery cases. Since FY 1961, bank robbery prose-
cutions have risen by 433 percent, and 29 percent since
FY 1970. Since FY 1961, cases involving the use of fire-
arms rose 900 percent; most of this increase occurred in
FY 1970 and FY 1971 as a result of the gun control pro-
visions of the Omnibus Grime Control Act of 1970. Viola-
tions relating to escape from custody, aiding and abetting
escape, failure to appear in court, and bail jumping rose
423 percent since FY 1961, from 238 in FY 1961 to 1,245
in FY 1971.

Narcotic cases. In FY 1971, there was a 33 percent rise in
narcotic drug law cases over FY 1970. A new law, the
Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act
of 1970, accounted for some of the increase. The act was
signed into law on May 1, 1971, 2 months before the
close of the fiscal year. In those 2 months, 309 cases, in-
cluding 127 marijuana cases, 141 narcotic cases, and 41
controlled substances (depressants and stimulants) cases,
were docketed. Altogether, in PY 1971, 4,679 narcotic and
drug abuse violations were recorded.

Draft cases. The most substantial increase, both in per-
centage and numbers, was for violations of the Selective
Service Act. There were only 251 prosecutions under that
act in FY 1961. In FY 1971 there were 4,539, a 1,708
percent increase.
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